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NEWS RELEASE
UD ARTS SERIES CLOSES SEASON WITH
HIGH ENERGY SOUNDS OF VIVA QUETZAL!
DAYTON, Ohio -The University of Dayton Arts Series will close its 1999-2000 season
with Viva Quetzal! - a multicultural ensemble of musicians whose spirited and energetic
performances of Latin American music often move audiences to their feet during concerts.
Viva Quetzal! will perform at 8 p.m. Wednesday, April12, in the Kennedy Union Boll
Theatre. Tickets are $10 general admission, $5 for UD faculty and staff and $3 for students,
and are available by calling the theater box office at (937) 229-2545.
The group will conduct a pre-concert lecture at 7 p.m., also in Boll Theatre. There is no
charge for the lecture.
Formed 10 years ago, the Massachusetts-based Quetzal- whose seven members hail
from the United States, Chile and Peru- aims to entertain with a message. Its musical goal is
. to remind audiences that America is more than just the United States and in fact stretches from
Alaska to the tip of Tierra del Fuego, writes performer Jon Weeks on the group's Web page at
www .quetzal-viva.com.

The group uses an eclectic combination of exotic and familiar instruments to present an
original mix of traditional and contemporary Latin American music rooted in the melodies of
the Quechas and A ymaras, descendants of the Incas. The blend also incorporates elements
from traditional South American and Caribbean music sources and North American jazz and
rock sources.
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The focus is to create a musical link bet-ween the rain forests of Central and South
America, the highlands of Chile, the carnivals of Brazil, the high plateaus of *e Andes and the
urban barrios and green farmlands of the U.S. The result is a high-energy repertoire of driving
rhythmic tunes that audiences find hard to resist.
In their pursuit of raising public awareness of the history, music and culture of the
Americas, the musicians of Viva Quetzal! also offer discussions, hands-on ·workshops and
residencies to students of all ages. Racial harmony is as prevalent a theme in their workshops,
which they'll offer on campus for UD students, as it is in their music.
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For media interviews, contact Viva Quetzal! agent Patty Watts at (937) 624-3948 or by e-mail
at pwatts@valinet.com.

